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Teachers upgrade 
dollars and sense
MORE than 20,000 teachers
nationwide will have their
qualifications upgraded over
the next three years so they can
educate students about how to
spend and invest money.

The Australian Securities
and Investments Commission
will today release their three-
year Financial Literacy Strat-
egy that has been endorsed by
the Federal Government.

ASIC programs include giv-
ing grade 6 pupils fictional
blocks of land with a $1 million
budget to build a theme park. 

Infant students are cur-
rently being taught about
budgeting for meals like break-
fast, including choosing be-

tween food items they need
and want. 

Responsible use of mobile
phone expenditure will also be
added to a teacher’s responsi-
bility, with more than 12 mil-
lion Australians now using
smartphones. 

Parliamentary Secretary to
the Treasurer Steven Ciobo
will launch the strategy today. 

“A key action will be to
build teacher capability to
teach consumer and financial
literacy, with the aim of reach-
ing 20,000 teachers over the
life of the strategy,’’ he will say
in a speech. 

DANIEL MEERS

Residents angry 
over chopper noise
NOISE from TV and traffic
helicopters is driving inner-
city residents mad.

People in East Melbourne,
Kensington and North Mel-
bourne have complained about
aircraft hovering over sports
precincts and other areas.

City of Melbourne council-
lors will consider the issue next
week, including the option of
developing a “fly neighbourly”
policy to soften noise impact.

In a motion to be put by
Greens councillor Cathy Oke,
council management will be
asked to give residents infor-
mation about aircraft regula-
tions and guidelines regarding
amenity and safety of people.

“Residents believe that
since regulations were re-
moved, low flying fixed wing
aircraft and helicopters hover-
ing for extended periods are
recording high decibel noise
levels more frequently than in
the past,” the motion says.
“Police and patient transport
helicopters ... are not the sub-
ject of complaint by residents.”

It said the main culprits were
traffic and TV choppers, some
fixed-wing light aircraft and
other craft doing joy flights.

The Future Melbourne
Committee will vote on the
motion on Tuesday.

JOHN MASANAUSKAS

INDI TOP OF 
THE RE-RUNS
FILM fans typically rewatch 
their favourite movie 29 
times in their lifetime, 
according to research.

The Harrison Ford classic
Indiana Jones: Raiders of the 
Lost Ark tops the list, 
followed by Star Wars and 
Back to the Future. A survey 
found 48 per cent say their 
old favourites cheer them up.

BIEBER’S PIC 
POT SHOT 
JUSTIN Bieber has declared 
Instagram war on Orlando 
Bloom, posting a picture of 
the actor appearing to cry.

Bieber’s latest social 
media contribution comes a 
day after Bloom threw a 
punch at him in a Spanish 
restaurant, reportedly over 
his ex-wife Miranda Kerr.
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Drug den 
arrests
THREE people have been ar-
rested after police found a clan-
destine drug lab while making
a routine visit to a house in
Melbourne’s southeast.

The local officers stumbled
across the laboratory as well as
drug manufacturing equip-
ment and a loaded shotgun
when they attended the Dove-
ton home, on Doveton Ave, for
an unrelated matter.

A 48-year-old Rye man, 21-
year-old man and 38-year-old
woman were arrested. Casey
crime investigation unit De-
tective Sen-Constable Paul
Holland said the lab had been
recently used to make drugs.

GONE WITH 
THE ENDING
IT is one of the greatest tear-
jerkers of all time. 

But things could have 
turned out rather differently 
for Scarlett O’Hara in Gone 
with the Wind, a rare film 
script has revealed.

Instead of resolving to get
on with life after her lover, 
Rhett Butler, abandons her, 
the alternative ending has 
her calling out in distress.

In the original, she 
delivers the classic line: 
“After all, tomorrow is 
another day.” But the 
alternative version has her 
calling out: “Rhett! Rhett! 
You’ll come back. You’ll 
come back. I know you will!”

Olympian 
sent to jail
A FORMER Olympic boxer
has been jailed in Perth for two
years for lying to the Austra-
lian Crime Commission.

Adam Tony Forsyth, 33,
pleaded guilty to six counts of
giving false or misleading evi-
dence to the ACC during an in-
quiry, and was sentenced in the
Perth District Court.

Judge Patrick O’Neal said
Forsyth had lied “in detail and
volume” after reflection, rather
than in a state of panic, after
cornering himself.

He said Forsyth had “frus-
trated the inquiry taking place”
with his persistent and re-
peated lies.

Fight 
back 
fears  

Risk of becoming a victim stops others standing up to bullies

HIGH school students aren’t
intervening to help bullying
victims because they fear be-
coming a target themselves.

A belief parents and teach-
ers won’t act when the prob-
lem is reported is also holding
them back. Some even worry
victims will turn against them.

The bystander barriers are
identified in a study of Vic-
torian year 9-12 students, to be
presented at the National Cen-
tre Against Bullying Confer-
ence in Melbourne next week.

Australian Catholic Univer-
sity’s Prof Sheryl Hemphill,
who conducted the research,
said fear was the biggest factor
deterring students from stop-
ping perpetrators in the act.

“As much as they know
bullying shouldn’t be happen-
ing and that possibly they
could be doing something,
there is this overwhelming
consideration for themselves
and what it might mean for
them,’’ she said.

“I guess it’s self-preser-
vation, which is a natural in-
stinct to have — to be thinking
first about your own safety.

“And it’s probably consist-
ent with messages they are
likely to be getting from their
parents and adults.”

A lack of knowledge about
how and when to intervene
added to students’ fear while
even one bad experience was
enough to make them believe

all adults didn’t take bullying
seriously, Prof Hemphill said.

Alannah and Madeline
Foundation expert Katina As-
tles said bullying typically con-
tinued unchecked if nobody
stood up.

“That is where some of the
longer-term effects of bullying
in terms of student’s academic
engagement and their self-
worth really declines,’’ she said.

“If nothing is done about
the bullying they start to be-
lieve that is the kind of behav-
iour they deserve.”

More than 50 government
and non-government students
were part of the study, conduc-
ted late last year.

Blackburn Lake Primary
School has taken a school-
wide approach, with every stu-
dent assigned a buddy to look
out for them.

Students also attend weekly
one-hour sessions which build
their resilience and show how
to safely act if bullying occurs.
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Keeping children safe
from violence

Blackburn Lake Primary School grade 6 student Hiral with her grade 3 buddies, 
from left, Nelson, Dana and Kaiden. Picture: TONY GOUGH
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